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a Being defamed, we intreat.— 


himſelt and the other Apoſtles receiv'd, and the returns they 
made; which he ſets forth in this Epiſtolary Debate wit 
thoſe of the Corinthians, who had joyned in th&Schifm, fo- 


reedom of an Irony, to upbraid their conceited eaſe and tranquility, 
 politick. compliance, to avoid Perſecution. Now ye are full, (V. 8.) 
w je are rich; ye have reigned as Kings without us; You fancy your ſelves 


e Chriſtian Faith; and I wiſh it were ſuch a true Chriſtian peace of 
ind, as you pretend to. But (v. 10.). We are fuch Fools, as to perſiſt in 


jou look on your Religion, as conſiſtent with the Wiſdom of blendin 

g Doctrines, with a complication of Errors, and not to be too ſtiff and 
mnacious. Me are weak, and indiſcreet, thus to expoſe our ſelves, whilſt 
une frong, in your well ſecured Intereſts ; ſo that you are honowred and 


1.9.) 1 rthink,that God has ſet forth us, the Apoſtles laſt, as it were Men ap 
ed to Death ; for we are made a Spettacle to the” World, and to Angels, 
n Men, Like thoſe mentioned Heb. 10. reihe, Which is the 


ndemned with the Gladiators, or as others to the Fire, or the Teeth of 
necuted, we ſuffer it, without any thoughts of Revenge; and then, in the 
lealt with, as the filth of the World, the reproach of Mankind; and are the off 


ettals ; or as the ſqualid, fordid expiatory luſtrations of infected Cities; for 
fithout our deſtruction they think the World would labour under continual 
Figues,. And under this load of all kinds of Defamation; we only return, 
hat we cannot give up our Integrity, nor any of thoſe Truthsofour Re- 
ion We are commanded to teach; but we lay the reaſons of it before 
em, and intreat their conſidering * and we pray to God for them. 


Pp +» 


nented, and carried on by the Gnofticks ; and in which he takes the 


12 greater ſtate of ſecurity than the Apoſtles from whom you receiv'd. 


ur duty of vindicating. thoſe Truths which Chriſtianity teaches, whilſt - 


urels'd, but we are deſpiſed, as mean and contemptible Perfons. For 


me with @fargy 4feidnds here, as Men expoſed on Theaters or Stages, 
Ad Beaſts, But under all theſe Sufferings, being reviled, we bleſs ; being 
erſe of our Text, being defamed, we intreat; we are made, or eſteemd and 


ring of all things unto this day, as the Droſs, or Scum, the recrements of 


74 HIS. is part of the Account St. Paul gives of the Uſage which 
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TT A Apology for the Church of England.” i 
* _ The Words of our Text, which are but two, have 8 critical, q 
curious in chem; but ama very plain account, as we have ſeen, of wy 
Reception the Preachers of the Goſpel found, and how they beharel 
_ themſelves under it. EONS SSN „„ 
To be defamed, is to have dur good Name, and Reputation bla; 
to be evil ſpoken of, Bazronysdveor, the being reviled, deſpiſed, wy 
falſly accuſed”; having things laid to our charge, that we know ng 
loaded with Crimes and Wickedneſs we abhor. © 9 
To intreat, is to make the mildeſt returns, π, ]] , we beſeech au 
perſwade; Obſecramus, & precamur, we pray to God for them, and d. 
- © fire them to treat us with more fairneſs and juſtice ; to look into the n. 
ture and tendency of thoſe Opinions, and Actions, for which they d. 
fame us; Which we are aſſured will incline them to think better of u 
Thus, Being defamed, we intreat. _ ah og e 
And as this of the Apoſtles is a Caſe in which all Ages of the Chur 
are, or may be concerned, ſo it gives us theſe two Remarks. 
FHirſt, that it is no ſufficient ground of Prejudice againſt a Religio 
or particular Church, to be loaded with Defamation. Scoffs, and Der 
ſion are no Arguments. F 1 
Secondly, that the true Religion is open and fair, to offer its Reaſon 
. for its own Apology, and its Adverſaties Conviction; addrefling it ſel 
to them mi macs an E 
If the firſt of theſe were not true, Chriſtianity were the moſt inh 
mous, and intollerable Religion the World ever receiv'd ; for ſure non 
was ever ſo much loaded with Reproaches ; none ever ſo much expoſe 
its Author, and Profeſſors as this did. Oar Bleſſed Saviour's Meekneh 
Humility, inoffenſive Life, and ſweetneſs of Temper ; all the goodh 
could do, and all the Miracles he could work, could not protect hi 
from the moſt wretched Defamations of being a Glutton, and a Dai 
* _ kard, an Impoſtor, a Conjurer, a Blaſphemer of God, and a Trayt 
- to Ceſar. And thus did his Religion afterwards meet with the utmd 
Perverſneſs, and obſtinate Infidelity ; being an invincible Scandal totl 
Jews, who pretended to be the only Judges of Revelation; and a 
deſpicable Fooliſhneſs to the Gentile World, who examined all thin 


* 


4 


dy the Wiſdom of their Philoſophy. .  _- 
The account we have ſeen from our Apoſtle in this ſhort view of 
few Verſes, has given us a ſufficient Specimen of it. And this was! 
more than their Lord and Maſter had made them expect. If they cal 
Maſter of the Houſe Beelzebub, how much more ſhall they call them F 

? Bebold, I ſend you forth as Sheep, in the midſt of Walves ; aud 
Men that will deliver you up to their Councils, and bring you before Govems 
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IE is then Very plain chat the Rejectors of Revelation can ſerve nejt,. 
c 5" bur would Tob; ns of all the, Certytucy w, 
we of any Mane qt our Salyation, and Jer che Wor J 100fE, into th, 
gteateſt Ticentioulneſs, For If the World be ſo bad under all the del 
ions of God kimſelf, and the moſt powerful Incentives to Piety 30 
Virtue; what. would it ve, if left under the deluſions of Fancy, and pal. 
ſion ? For to that would the Law of Nature amount in the Pleas of Mau. 
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Another Inſtance of Defamation againſt us in the Plöfe mon 'of ons 


Religion, that we cover our ſelves under the Darkneſs of anincelligit}; 
Myftcties, and ſothey woutd ſtrip Chriſtianity of its re In the won, 
derfut Method of dur Redemption, To this end all the Evidetices of i 
ate Uectyed, an cue Chicats of Heathen Oracles are Brough up to 
Equality with the'Miractes"of our Saviour and his Apoſtles. Thus th 


viſeſk Practiſes, and Conjurations of Apollonius Tyarians. Were of old ſet up, 
2s 2 greater Evidence of Miracles, than our Bleſſed Saviours ; and Hz; 


cles boaſted that Maximus AÆgiencis, and Damis the Philoſopher were mor 


_ credible Witneſſes, and competent Judges, than, St. Peter, and St. Pa 


os Mliterate Men. An old Artifice uſed againſt Moſes and Aura 
the Prince of Darkneſs, in the Magicians of Egypt vying Miracles wil 
them. But it is very diſingenuous to turn the ſame Inſtances on us again 
as if our Saviour's Hypoſtatick Union was ſtill to be confuted by Ah 


mus Tricks ; Who, they ſay, was only honour d as a Man dear to the God 


but chat his Followers did not with the levity of Chriſtians, ever pay 
vine Worſtäp to Him. This, I ſay, is an Objection coo diſingenuous to 
vive z for they cannot but know that the Impoſture has been diſcovert 
and all che Pfetences of it baffled above Fourteen Hundred Years ſince 
nt let us reaſon it à little with theſe Oppoſers of Myſteries in o 
comprehend. . And to this we fa; 

*” Firſt; that we Tontend for moths reaſonable to be belier'd 


2 £ i 2 5 9 
828 8 0 1 
ug that is 


$ * — 


to hat God has revealed in the holy Scriptures ; this is very reaſonad 
and our Duty. Arid being there, in general aſſured, that without Con 
Ver, Ben 3s the Myſtery of. Godlineſs.;. we muſt underſtand it of ſuch pt 
ticulats/as wilt continue Myſteries to us, till God Thall exalt and refit 
our Natures, to ſee him as be is; ſince St. Paul does there inftance int 


| nor do we pretend to explain Myſteries ; but we:muft ſubmit our Fa 


_ two Natures of Chriſt, which is the Manifefation of God in the Fleſh; it 
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zuſeb . contra em. x Tim. 3. 26. 
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js Conſeſfon, muſt: remain a Myſtery to the wales 
bein n, candrmiike ie their Objection, that it is een 
fince w are well aſſuned of the truck of this Myſtery. f | 
y uber Pvidenced; tu dem it for that Neaſoen, that it is a My ter 
u debeliere God who hay Se us do plain Atteſtatiens otic... Ata 
V and to make them equal with 
8 ns gave us all the Faculties of our-Souls, and. h 
4 degrees of Exvellency iu the ſeveral Rane and Od, 
eee 
of n, could vaiſe us no: higher, and has-refery; no Ggrees 
omen "4nd Wiſdom to Himſelf; yacommiunicated./zo, us: And 
ve r we allow, He has infinite Reſerves, lor He cannot, indeed, be 
6 Iufimte Being ;) it is undeniable, that He may reveal the, —.— 
of many things / to us, the manner of hh, we cannot-comprehend,; 


and then its incomprehecſibilicy ren Realoy: for our, dish 
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cal Ganons ;; whoſe getwinei Authority: if they ance allowed,! the kr . 
it Jopoiithle dn dana .Epildopal Power ſuparior to Date 1 
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8 n Apolagy for the Chuyeb of" England. Yom 
is octaſioried thoſe learned Men of our own Church to vindicate both; © 
nd to ſet this Matter in ſo much a clearer Light, than they had been 
before in one View, that it was thought to put an end to that Diſpute = 7 
for erer. And when the Struglings of a dying Cauſe, appeared 25 | Fe 
Collections of a tiff Aſlertor of Pargchial (milcalled Primitive) Epilco- 

pu 3.x only produ& che grearer Conkirmarion of the Dioceſan Juril 
diion,. by that unanſwerable Confutation of the late learned Dr. Man- 
rice 3 Who ſhewed that Author's Miſtakes#hrough all his Inſtances ; and 

nuly remark d, that if we ſhould allow them all, that there were ſo ma- 

ay Hilhops in {mall Towns, and Villages ; yet their Juriſdiction exten- 

ded to the Country round about ; and fo was wholly beſides the pur- 

poſe, of bis en Epyicopagy om any: 
rther obſervable, that in other Inſtances, which our Dif-_ : 


SS DO SEES BM. 1 


And it is 
ſenters produce for the Presbyterian Claim, they are very unhappy, 
th 0 N f | | EY | 
„dere being none of any pretended Antiquity, but what are for us. 
en Atti; aſſerting a Parity of Biſhops, and Presbyters Orders, 
1 <a00t be ſo properly called his Judgment, as his Malice and Revenge 
bor wiſſing the Biſhoprick of Sebaſtia, for which he very earneſtly con- 


tended. And no wonder, if a Man of an ambitious Spirit, and who 

had given up himſelf heretical Opinions, ſhould add this, of decrying 

what he was judged unworthy to obtain. Both Epiphanius, and St. Au- 

guſlin record him for a Heretick condemned by the Church; which uni- 

derſal Cenſure muſt ſhew us, there was no other but Epiſcopal Govern- 

ment known in it. b n e 7 
Nor are the admired, and often objected Expreſſions of St. Ferom, in 

his Epiſtle to Evagrins, and his Commentaries on St. Paul's Epiſtle = 

10 Titus, leſs evidence for the Apoſtolical Authority of Biſhops; for 

hen he ſays, that a Biſhop and a Presbyter were the ſame, till by the | 

luſtinct of the Devil, the Corinthian Schiſm was ſet on foot; and one 5 

aid I am of Paul, another, I am of Apollos, and another, I am of Ce- ö 

/pbes, then, and upon that occaſion, toto orbe decretum eft ; it was univer- 

ally decreed, that one ſhould preſide with Epiſcopal Authority, in Scbiſ- 

nati remedium, and again, wut Scbiſmatis ſemina tollerentur; in theſe Paſla- 

ges his Argument is the ſame with the modern Plea. of Parity, from the 

:promiſcuous uſe of the Names in the time of the Apoſtles ; but he is 

the only Evidence of Antiquity, which is alledged to make ſuch a Con- 

cluſion from it, And by placing the Eſtabliſnment of Epiſcopacy in 
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9 Vindication of Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, againſt Mr. Clerkfon's prim. Epiſce 8 . I 
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"265 w Apology for the Church of England. 
- the Apoſtles Times, and upon ſuch a remarkable occaſion, he 'plainly 
condemns the Government by Presbyters in common, as Inconvenient, 
and inſafferable from its being the Seed-plot of Schiſms. And therefore 
mn toro orbe decretuns eff, it was not to be endured in any Part of the 
World. And, what is the deepeft Wound to the Cauſe of Presbytery 
dy St. Ferom in this Place, he ſtill aſſerts the Power of Ordination ay 8 
only in the Biſhop ; and ſo; condemns the whole Miniſtry at once, 
which is received from none hut Presbyters Hands. So that their great 
and admired Authority from St. Ferom, is ſuch as no Church would be 
very fond of, with the Character given of it. So little is there found 

in ancient Writers to ground either Presbytery, or Independency on. 
EE. - And let us farther intreat the Advocates for either, to conſider, how 
© - much they would triumph over the Epiſcopal Claim to Superiority, 
if they could change evidences of Antiquity with us; if we could on 
produce an Inſtance or two of aſpiring Men, who, Diotrephes like, had 
courted the Preeminence, and plac'd themſelves above their Brethren, 
2eainſt the full Current of the Practice of the Church; and that the in- 
tolerable Miſchiefs it produc'd, had occaſion'd an univerſal Decree of 
the Church, or an Apoſtolical Sentence for its Condemnation. If un- 
der the Protection of the Civil 1 = Kirk 5 Scotland call 
it the Eftabliſhing Iniquity by a Law, barely to tolerate Epiſcopacy amon 
them; —_— eee nſure would they paſs on i if by bad bn 
been the Government of the Primitive Church? But this ſhews their 
Opinion of Toleration; and of two different Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdictiom 
in the ſame Kingdom. 5 1 . 
Bur by inſiſting ſo much on the ſole, and Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, 
we are charged with an uncharitable Cenſure, and Condemnation of 
fach Foreign Reformed Churches, as are governed by Presbyters, and 

have no ſuperior Orders among them. 77 
But that is a little uncharitable to us; as if it were impoſſible to pur- 
fue an Argument without particular Reflections. Thoſe: who ſee ſuch 
2 Conſequence in it, may gratefully contemplate our own Happinels 
and heartily commiſerate their Want of it. For whilſt they plead Ne- 
ceſſity, (and abſolute Neceflity, I have allowed, is an Excuſe for Irregu- 
4 larities;) it is ſufficient that we do not make a nice Enquiry into the 
= Meafures of their Neceſſity; and that when they plead it as a Reaſon, 


— — =—_ * — . — 4 + — . — 
1 = 


«A fo = „„ EN” ITT MO. HF nme * 


1 | it is not Argument, but Excuſe. As Bogermannus is ſaid to anſwer at 
—= Engliſh Biſhop at the Synod of Dort, who entered his Salvo Fure Epiſer 
= pali, when a Presbyter was permitted to preſide in the Preſence of 1 
- Brſhop 5 Domine non ſumus adeo felices, And ſo generally have foreign 

Churches allowed the Epiſcopal Superiority of Order and Juriſdiction, 

that there is reaſon to believe, if the Eiſhop of Geneva would have 2 
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ned, there had been no ſuch Government as Presbytery, to this day in 
the World; for hencè it was that the Neceſſity aroſe. But Mr. Calvin - 
was 2 Man of Parts and Management; and founded his Genevian Form 
on this neceſſity, and ſome other Churches were modelled by 
his Advice and Pattern. But it was (2) his deliver d Opinion, as 
it has been, and is of the moſt eminent Men among them, that thok 
who ſeparate from Reformed Epiſcopal Government, are / guilty of fo 
eminent a Schiſm, that they know no Anathema too great for 
And to the deplorable Diſhonour of our Country it has been obſerved, 
that no Proteſtants, but Engliſh and Scotch, did ſeparate from the 
Communion of Reformed Biſhops, where their Doctrine is owned to be 
Orthodox. And the great RelWet, which our Church has at all times 
received from the Reformed abroad, with their particular Prayers for 


our Proſpefty ; and the preſent high eſteem which many of them ex 


preſs, of our moſt excellent Liturgy, ſhould for ever ſilence the Obje- 
&ion againſt us, that we. ſhould make nearer Approaches to foreign 
Churches, when they look on ours as the neareſt Pattern of Primitive 
purity in the Reformation. 1 as 5 

- But the Argument of our Diſſenters from the Practice of thoſe Chur- 
ches, is ſo very weak, that they have not ſo much as that Excuſe of Fo- 
rcigners to plead; they being ſo far from the nnhappy Neceflity, that 
they are univerſally blamed for their Separation, and are daily intreated 
to return to the boſom of the Church in Epiſcopal Communion. - 


I can only conclude, as I began this Addreſs to them, with the moſt 15 ; 


compaſſionate Entreaty, that they would ſeriouſſy conſider the deplora- 
ble Crime of breaking the Unity of the Church of Chriſt, by a Schiſm 

which ſtands condemned in all Ages of it; and how much their hearty, 

ſincere Return would contribute to the healing all other Breaches, and 
make us one of the happieſt Nations, and Churches in the World. No- 
thing has at any time given a greater Handle to deſigning Men, than the 
credulous Tempers of diſcontented Minds; nor any Diſcontent ſo much, 
3 Diſagreement in Religion; where a miſtaken Zeal is eaſily impro- 
red by Inſinuations, to ſerve the worſt of Turns; and even Mens good 
Intentions are led from one Miſtake to another, till they are made In - 
ments of their own ẽ,j”“ , 2s 

How very advantageous a not well informed Zeal has been to the de- 


3 


lens of the Church of Rome is too notorious, ſince by this opportunity 


they have been the Authors of ſome, and the Abettors of all Diviſions 


Tonr us. Why ſhould they feed their Spleen and Gall, who thus maks it 
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whole, the Excellence of that Church from which they ſeparate; and 


3 


their confi. niiwearied buſineſs;to create and widen all Miſunderſtan. 
dings, that the Breach may be large enough to let themſelves in? Where, 
&, if the City of our Sion were ar Unity in it felf, All the Force and 
Stratagem of Rome would ſignify no more than Squibs throne in the Air 
to batter our Walls, or weaken our Foundations. How happily ſhould 
we walk together, to, and in the Houſe of God as Friends, united in the 
Rricteſt bonds of undiſſembled Love, and with Joy and Comfort be effe. 
ctual Partakers of the faving Mytteries of the fame holy Altar. | 
And wefarther intreat them, that however they are determined, they 
will allow us in the mean time, the ſame Zeal, and Stedfaſtneſs for our 
holy Religion, as our Text directs us from the Apoſtles Practice, what. 
ever Defamations of uncharitable Cerfares, and hard Names, we lay 
under for it. That they will allow us as much Tenderneſs, and Con. 
cern for the Honour, and Preſervation of our moſt excellent Church, 
which is fo admirably reformed to the Primitive Pattern; as'themſelye, 
. Have expreſs d on the ſuppoſed Obligation of even a doubting, and ſery. 

pulous Conſcience ; which can of it felf determine nothing, nor give x 

true Chriſtian Peace of Mind. 5 e 1 — 75 
We heartily intreat them in the Spirit of Meekneſs, and Chriſtian 
Compaſſion, without the leaſt Mixture of Envy at their Indulgence, 
which gives them the Opportunity of the freeſt Debates and Conſiders- 
tion ; that they would weigh the Merits of the Cauſe, and ſee upon the 


how free She is from being the Occaſion of it. For our Churches Mode- 
ration is ſufficiently vindicated, both in her firft Reformation from the 
Corruptions of Rome, and the Continuance of her Purity in Doctrine 
and Worſhip. And what room is there then for calling tor farther De- 
prees of it, or accuſing her ſincere Members of its Want? A cold Indiffe- 
rence, and Unconcernedneſs for the Honour, and Authority of our 
Church, when invaded or reproach'd, is not the Moderation recommen- 
_ ded by the Apoſtle, (who requires a conſtant and * affectionate Zeal, 
when it is thus placed on its right Object;) but it is the Careleſneſs of 
the Heathen Gallio, or the condemned Lukewarmneſs of Laodicea. And 
Zeal ir ſelf, indeed, may be temperate ; for he which flies above the 
Laws and Conſtitution of the Church (which ought to be his unvariable 
Rule,) is too hot, and too high; as he which ſinks below it, in tame- 
ly giving it up, or 8 Duty, in mutilating her ſacred Offices, 
under all his Obligations of Oaths, and Subſcriptions, is too low. The 
Moderate Man ſhews his humble temper, by not growing wiſer than bs 
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3 8 ;. and his ſincere Obedience, by his exact Conformity to the 
py; Conflicurion, under which he os : Aus 
And we doubt not at laſt, of the Ingenuity of our Diſſenters, that they 
ed that We act honeſtly upon Principle, when we thus lay our Rea- 
us and Arguments before them. 7 N 
heiftical Men. And our well directed Zeal, and ſober Stedfaſtneſs, 


ur Religion is venerable, and is the Power of God in us. And we 


nals; the Founder and Preſerver of our Holy Religion even our Lord 
N Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. To whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


ry, for evermore. Amen. 
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il] even applaud, and be in Love with our Sincerity ; and be fully con- 5 4 
Aud laſtly, this will beſt diſcharge our Conſciences, and incline - 
od to preſerve his Religion from the Invaſions of prophane, and 

id ſuitably pious, and exemplary Lives, will let the World ſee that 
pe will convince, and win in time, our unhappieſt Gainſayers ; and 


ring home all our well inclined, however ftrayed Sheep, that we 
py be one Fold, under the one great Shepherd, and Biſhop of our 


Ine equally glorious Perſons, and one Incomprehenfible God, be al Honour, and 
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